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The people of Pemberton know how to pray and
have a good time! The above picture
demonstrates the sense of community we have
at our church. This church is full of love, prayer,
and infectious people who love the Lord! It is a
blessing that we can come together and not
only worship but fellowship with each other
outside of the four walls of the church. To this
end, our prayers are especially needed for those
in Ukraine who have been invaded by Russia.
One news article headlined, "As millions flee
Ukraine, some nations take in far more refugees
than others." This is our call as Christians to
care for those who are are lost, depressed,
without, and seeking refuge. Therefore, let us
continue to pray without ceasing, knowing that
God will get the glory out of this. As God has
done before, He will continue to bless us in our
time of need and direction!

Newsletter

These next fews month will be filled with transition.
As many of you already know, we have an
appointment system in the United Methodist Church,
which means that it is up to the bishop and cabinet to
determine when the pastor will come and go. A few
weeks ago it was determined that I will transition to
the senior pastor of the Franklin St. John's United
Methodist Church in Newark, NJ. It has been my
distinct honor to serve as pastor of one of three of the
oldest congregations in the country, Pemberton
United Methodist Church. We have laughed together,
cried together, and grown together.
I look forward to celebrating the work we have been
able to accomplish over the past 5 years together!
"To every thing there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven."
-Ecclesiastes 3:1
With Love,

Additionally, let us become diligent as we
transition from a pandemic to an endemic,
Rev. William D. Carter, III
which means that COVID-19 is something that
will always be present and we must learn to live
with it. All things considered, effective Sunday,
masks are optional.
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Kids Corner
We are super proud of
Rachel Hussman. On
January 19th she turned 17
and is now driving! She is
doing amazing this in school
and in the community. Keep
up the great work Rachel!

March/April Birthdays
March
Elise Butler~March 6
Theresa Y. Griffin-Taylor - March 10
Jackson Anderson~March 20
Megan Muckelston~March 20
Bob Harris~March 20
Susan Conover~March 21
Barbara Abrego~March 22
Tony Tabone~March 22
Emily Phillips~March 25
Karl Henley~March 25
Judy Ries~March 27
April
Nancy Cutts~April 13
Jane Yerkes~April 13
Ken Hoke~April 22
Alan Clarke-Hudson~April 25
Denny Dindinger~April 27
Lelia Muckelston~April 30
March/April Anniversaries
March
Connie & Howard Emmons~3
Roger & Cheryl Watkins~20
John & Maryjane Emmons~22
April
Judy & Bruce Misner~20
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Message from the Lay Leader
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him
endured the Cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and
lose heart’’ Hebrews 12:1
I got the joy, joy, joy!
The Lenten Season is a time of self-evaluation strengthening us to serve as Christ’s Ambassadors.
In Saint Paul’s words we must “forget those things which are behind and reach forward to those
things which are ahead pressing toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus." Philippians 3:13-14.
Focusing on the truth that God is good, and His blessings are new every morning, I share these
words (not mine) that awakened my soul giving me solace and joy living in the chaos of our present
worldly issues.
‘While I sit quietly in Your Presence, Lord please fill my heart and mind with thankfulness.
Silently I ponder the love You poured out for me on Calvary’s Cross, I recall that nothing can
separate me from Your love. You have laid a foundation for me that circumstances cannot shake.
Your bounty is beyond my comprehension! Energize me each day to search for and find Your
treasures, gathering a bouquet of grace and strength to serve and honor You. Then, when going to
bed, peace rings in my ear, knowing You are with me always.’
Jesus’ joy is a pure and abundant joy! Ponder how God’s goodness has enriched your life during
Lent, turn attention to our Savior who knows all and for His joy, gave His life for each of us. Jesus,
we love You and give You thanks and praise while preparing us for Resurrection Day, never
forgetting we need You to survive continuing to finish the goal of Your High Calling.
To God be all glory!
Shirley D. Adams
PUMC Lay Leader
Upcoming Dates to Remember

March 27, 2022
After Church Fellowship in the Chapel with Coffee, Tea, &
Refreshments
April 10, 2022
After Church Luncheon in the Chapel - Speak with Mariko for
more information.
May 14, 2021
Church Cookout ~ Smithville Park ~ 12 PM to 5 PM
June 12, 2022
Pastor Carter Farewell Sunday
More information with be forthcoming.

Message from the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC)

It is our joy to share with you that Bishop John R. Schol has appointed Rev. Dr.
Tiffany Murphy as the new pastor of our congregation. Rev. Murphy will begin
her new responsibilities on July 1st of this year. As a United Methodist Church we
are a part of an appointment system. Our congregation’s staff parish relations
committee has met with the district superintendent to identify our congregation’s
needs and the needed skills in a pastor. We have also met with Pastor Tiffany to
better get to know her and to ask questions. Rev. Dr. Tiffany S. Murphy moved
from the Midwest in 1995 to the East Coast to pursue her bachelor’s in music in
Boston, and earned an M.Div and D.Min from Palmer Seminary. Her D.Min was
focused on Social Justice and Social engagement in the local church which she
feels are so important in these changing times. In 2020, she was commissioned as
a Provisional Elder. In her spare time, she loves caring for her dog, Bailey. She
believes that God wants us to be like the Good Samaritan, who was willing to
move beyond their personal beliefs to help someone in need.
We thank our beloved Pastor Carter for his time of service with us, and cherish
the few months we have left to share worship and the love of Christ with him. We
have some time to express our well wishes before he moves on to a new chapter in
his life’s journey.
Our new pastor will work with us and the conference so that we continue to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Bishop Schol, our
District Superintendent, Rev. Hector A Burgos, and the leaders of the Greater New
Jersey Conference will work with us to continue to grow as a vital congregation. I
know you will join the bishop, our new pastor and our congregation in helping to
make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Sincerely In Christ,
Your Staff Parish Relations Committee
Lelia Muckelston
Regina B. Dixon
Shirley D. Adams
Sandy Minton
Gary Hicks
Kathy Allen
Lisa Challender

